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& REPORT T0 THE PEOPLE ON CRIME IN BURBANK

Tais is & story 'ahétrh o hmei‘:m == the town we iool:z upon proudly a8
a typleal American suburban city. ‘

Trin and neat in its appearance, its miles of paved stweets slope down
from the Verdugo Fills through blocks of shaded, stiractive residences. Iis retedl
ctores are bright and progressive, its industry balsnced and active. The schools
are good. There ave parks anf recrestion centers, apd the eity's musical culiure
is edvenced. The ci;ty has provided the best in public utilitics and nany other
sewiccleso |

Thig is the city ve all lmovw as Burbenk. All of us like to live end
vork in Burbenk -- & regard reflected in the doubling snd redoubling of its
populstion.

Our Burbank Citizens® Crime Prevention Committee members who ave sends
ing this veport to you 1ike our eity, t0o. And as good citizens, We &re conCerned.
with preserving and Improving the reputation of owr hometowm.

This, our first report, follovs & year and a balf of cereful investiga-
tion. It shows that beneath the pleasmat surface of our city hes festered an
ulecer of crime snfd ceivie corﬂzpfiona |

Ve gre sure the conditions we describe im this répcu:t will com=2 am an
mveleame jolt {0 slmost all Burbank residsats - to those oitizens who have
trusted the honesty of s11 the city's public officisls in their enforcemsnt and
administration of the law and heve believed their frequent assertions that owr
bomstowm was free of crime.

Scue mey argﬁe that publishing our report will damage owr city’s repu-
tetion, perhaps wore then allowing the conditioms of cyime and coryuption to cone
tinue. We cannot go along with this argwent. Unchecked and uneﬁéllengad, criin

snd civie ecorruption can destroy the chavacter snd life of a city. Exzposure with



Pull publicity is the vny to stop these undercover actions end maintain sa
informed eitizenry a.lert to ite responsibilities to cheek and control vhat
goee on in their bometown.

To nearly all residents 1t will be a shock to learn that notiorious
criminals like Mickey Cohszn, Joe Sica, and Ralph Moddox operated or sponsored
gembling dives end bookmalking joints ir Burbank during the yesits from the end of
World War IT until recent months

It will be a shock to learn that such establishments opersted openly
along the Pinest streets of our city -- lMaognolia Bouleovard, Victory Boulevard,
m:lposa, Olive, Szn Formemdo Rosd. Our investigation shows they operated with
protection from the eity's police authority srranged through regular bribery and
payoff, et ré.tes so high that the wndervorld camplained gbout the size of ths
weekly payacnts on Thursdays. |

1t will be a shoek to learn of the tremendous business of théze iilegal
activities -= to0 learn that ome Burbank hookmaker hired &8 meny as 20 agents anﬁ.’
four women clerks to hendle his ammual gross of $2,500,000 to'$3,000,000 & yeer --
resulting in éh estimated $500,000 a yesr profit.
_ And there vere &bt least three other boolkmaking symdiestes thet flowrished
after the éndofﬁorldﬁar IT =~ in our hopetowm.

Our eitizens will be smagzed to find thet & mamber of the Burbenk Police
Camission frecly admitted thnt he was & boolmaker. They'll be awazed to find
that even after this admission his claim to contimued public scrvice as ome of
owr law enforcement offiecials was defended by the commission'e chasrman and oo the
filoor of thz ¢lty couneil. And now this ex-boolmaker and police commissioner has
the effrontery to run _i'or a seat or the eity council.

They will be distressed to discover that, in this lfmﬂ of g free press,

one local aswepeper editor -- g heroic woman who had the courage o print informsbtion
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gbout crime in her meighborhood -- immedistely received ealle fram & cowncilman
and the police chief with & demand for an spology. Tale:'ghom threats folloved,
verning her not to welk home slome thet might and asserting thet her life was in
Gonger. Thersafier, underworld pressure upon‘the advertisers wae 50 great thst
it silenced the newspeper -- aud some weeks later it went out of buéinessu

They will be surprised to £ind that Burbznk's police chief for sesveral
postver years vwas & frequent visiter and dimner guest at the expensive Toluca Lake
nome of Burbenk's leading bookie =nd at the Lwswricus Vest Los Angeles residence
of m::k:ey Cohen, .

They will wonder how this police chief mansged to buy $250 suits at
Cohezn’s Sumset Strip beberdeshery, or how ke and his wife could drive two
Cafilisea; or how they could own and cperats a faney yacht -- and eveh two yachis
at the same time -- on his salary of $ yeuro

They will be saddened to know that through all thess postwar years --
until after the formation of the Burbank Citizens® Crime Preveantion Committee iate
in 1951 -= that neither the city coumcil, nor the mayor, nor the city manager mede
any real investigation of cyime or the corruption of law eaforcemsnt in our home-
town or took any steps to elimimate this festering ulcer.

Ingtead, clty eouncilmen prﬁesée& %o bacome indignant vhen they heard
repor‘hs‘of loeal crime growing out of our comuittes’s imvestigetion, feeling these
roports besmirched the towm's fair reputation. They exprossed ignoramee of these
conditions end domamded retraction of such eha;:’geae

' Yet one couriciliman adnitted on "innocent relationship” with our home-
town's moat promivent bookie -- a reletionship thet owr inwestigation shows in- -~
eluded & Adzen vielts to the bookmzker's home, a mehen_t.‘i Jmmt with him to Las Vegms,
placing bets in kis Pcotball podl, ihe coumellmen's intervention when ome of the ‘

boolmaker's agenis was arrested, the bookie's celcbration of ap election victory




Page 4 is missing. While some effort has been made
to locate page 4 through the Burbank Historical Society,
it has not yet been found.
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\'builﬂ@s-a This councilman voted repeatedly on agreamenta and ordivmnces of diveet
and immediste Bepefit to the coastruction company despite e state lav that provides
that eity offieisls shall not be interested in eny contract made by them in their
official ecapacity or by any bosrd of vhdch they are o member. '

2, Electrical comitraetors working on new hames built by this campany
vere gromted vorilances that permitied them to viclate the Burbank Elsctrical Cods
mlomwwmmﬁmm&mmmmmmummen Many waw
vaterans snd other loczl recidemts in the mdreds of homes bHuilt by thie coumany
. pince bave learmed of these sub-standerd practices end materials -- to their dimmsy
and often to their grest expense.

3. ZAnctheyr counecilmen wrote insurance policies for am ambulance service
that since 1948 hos held lucrstive comtracts authorized by the city couneil. And
there are gocod growmds for sugpectiag that at least cne other councilman may have
benafited persorally Proz these contracts.

In the peges thot follow our report cites othsy lrreglarities in our
clty govermment -- over a shady sale of a pew branch libtwexry site, mrthastmngé
gemner in vhich o defense ettormey obtained a coafidential police report, apd otbers.

As you have noted, mot all of these m@gularims in our eity mﬁ
of the improper actions mey
eppear of relatively littlo consequence. Repeated frequently smong mamy officlals,
however, they weaken the whole fabric of govermment. They demoralize subordinate

have ocewrred or & gremd ocals. Indilvidually, acm

employees who, guare of the conduct of their superiors; feel they must compromise
their primciples or lese their jJobs.

Owr Burbank Citizens® Crime Prevemtion Cammittee does not maintein that
all of the ineidents es wo hove reparied them comstitute crimes. As = privabte body,
-our camitice has faced great difficulties in digming out informetion, obltafming -
teptinmony, sething access to cortaln records, .and othaervise substentiating owr
faets.


User
Typewritten Text
Page 4 is missing.  While some effort has been made
to locate page 4 through the Burbank Historical Society,
it has not yet been found.
David F. King - June 14-2016

User
Typewritten Text


« 6 =

But we do bolicve that the actions and statements reported in the fols
loving pages present o general patiern of either ciminal or unothical conduct
that has greatly harmed owr hemetown and all of us es its citizens.

 ind ve do not want to give the impression that all of the undervorld
activity v have referred to is still going oa in Burbank. Since the formation
of our crime provéntion committes; ome city officiel whose conduct was most
flagrant has besn forced to resign. Other characters in distasteful cperations
in our homstows have left Burbank, temporarily at léast, or gome wdersround.

Mony of s pecple associnted with these ineidents, however, are still
ir our midst. Anﬂtli?aremalé@ new undesirable elements ready and amxious to
move into sny camnmity thet relawsa on the enforcement of its lsus. The threat
reaning with us thet erime sad corrupticn cice egaim could surge to oven greater
heights.

We wrg2 you to read owr report. And we want you to wmdsretend that mere
publication of a veport lilke this is mot in iteslf the solution to the problem of
crime and corruption im Burbauk. '

By pointing out confitions that need correction, however, our report casn
Relp mh@eﬁmmmﬂthweefwmowmmitmmmgm ite integ-
rity ond sowd development. .

While owr caiittee’s work slresdy has Hrought sbout oams Teforms in owr
locgl govermment eud &t least & lull in wnderworld operations, the real and fimal
solution to cur probléh lies with Burbsnk's voters and texpayers.

We must keép ovrselves informed sbout tié affairs of ouwr homstowm. We
mst vork to elect offieisls vho are able, #&1l trdined, and honest. Once they &o
in office We must support them in their worthy efforts. Or if they sbuse theiw
awthority or £ail properly to discherge theix responaibilities, we must point ocub
what's vrong. I need be, we mmst use the constitutional processes of EOVeriLans

4o remove thom from offies.



If Burbank i8 0 rid itself of crime apd corrption =- and remein cleen -
then we must be viglleat and willing to esswm2 owr full responsibilities of eitizen-
ghip.

Bonar Yyer, Preaident

The Burbsnk Citizens'®
Crinze Prevention Copmitiee





